The three R's theme for our 60th anniversary is because the core of our faith as Catholics is to:

.~ Remember God's abiding presence with us in Jesus Christ
Renew our relationship with Jesus Christ again and again through word, community, sacrament and loving service.
Rediscover Jesus Christ and the joy of the Gospel through ongoing missionary conversion.

Three R's Prayer
Loving and merciful God, your Word proclaims "Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it". Thanks for your guiding hand and abundant blessings on the mission, growth and development of
Our Mother of Sorrows parish faith community and school.
Lead us to prayerfully Remember, Renew and Rediscover Jesus Christ in all that we are and do. Pour out
your Spirit anew upon this community of faith. Bless and renew your people and our campus and buildings
- launching pads for encountering Jesus Christ in Word, community, Sacrament and loving service.
Open our hearts to be generous in renewing our campus for rediscovering Jesus Christ and His mission,
ministry and way of loving service. Lest we labor in vain, we entrust our capital campaign and all our

efforts to Jesus through Mary, His Mother - our Patroness, Our Mother of Sorrows. Amen.

Parish Mission Statement
Filled with the Joy of the Gospel, our parish proclaims
an ongoing encounter with Jesus Christ through Word,
community, Sacrament,

and loving service.

Tucson experienced a population explosion in the years immediately following World War II. By 1950 the metropolitan
area had grown from 40,000 residents to 122,764. With much of that growth heading east, Bishop Gercke decided
it was time to bUild a new parish on the far eastside.
On May 10, 1958, Our Mother of Sorrows Parish was established and Fr. John A. Deenihan was appointed the first
pastor. Groundbreaking for the new parish took place in January 1959 and the church was officially dedicated on
November 8, 1959. The parish elementary school opened in the fall of that same year. At that time, there were about
200 registered families. Fr. Philip POirier,Fr. Charles Towner and Fr. William Byrne completed assignments as pastor
during the 1960s, 70s and 80s.
In 1981, Monsignor Thomas P. Cahalane was named pastor. In 1983, the parish celebrated its Silver Jubilee. By then,
Tucson's population exceeded 500,000. With more than 1,200 registered families it was time to look at expanding
the church. Ground was broken on the new church in January 1984 and Bishop Moreno dedicated the new church
on May 26, 1985.
Today, Our Mother of Sorrows is home to more than 3,000 families. As we look forward to celebrating our parish's
60th anniversary in May of 2018, we pause to remember the countless people who have shared their gifts of time,
talent and treasure to bUild our parish.

Frequently Asked
Questions
Why are we restoring and updating
the parish facilities?
Just as every home needs updating from time
to time, our parish home needs to be maintained
and refreshed. Although we strive to keep up
with these repairs our needs are growing faster
than our budget can handle. By fully repairing
and updating our facilities now we will preserve
our facilities for future generations.

Why are we starting this
campaign now?
There are two main reasons the parish is
addressing these needs today: First, as

responsible stewards of our parish. it is our
duty to maintain and preserve our faCilities for
future generations. Second. the internal and
external areas of our parish campus need to
be permanently fixed to eliminate any further
wear and tear from occurring. Completing these
projects will improve the functionality and
efficiency of our facilities.

How is this campaign different
from the Sunday offertory?
The Sunday offertory supports our annual
operating budget including utilities, liturgical
expenses, and other costs associated with
running and staffing the parish ministries and
programs. This campaign is for extraordinary
needs that are above and beyond our annual
budget. Therefore. it is very important to continue

faithful stewardship giving every Sunday to meet .
the weekly needs of the parish.

Has the parish received estimates
and quotes from contractors?
We have received estimates for all of the
projects outlined in the campaign. As a rule
the parish always seeks a minimum of three
estimates per project prior to making a deCision.
OUf Parish staff has worked tirelessly to ensure

the project costs will be as low as possible. but
result in high quality improvements.

Who will be asked to support
the campaign?
Every household in the parish and school will be
asked for its prayerful consideration of a financial
pledge to the campaign. We are also reaching

As we prepare to celebrate our 60th anniversary, the parish building commission took a thorough look at our facilities to
determine current and future needs. After careful study, and in consultation with the parish leadership councils, Our Mother of
Sorrows is embarking on a capital campaign to raise S850,000. These funds will be used as follows:
Church Remodeling

Deferred Maintenance

School Improvements

($350,000)

($335,000)

($165,000)

• Install new pews and kneelers

• Complete major roof repairs on the
church, rectory, hall, activity center,
and school buildings

• Initiate and introduce STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math)
components in every grade level with
the addition of four new mobile STEM
labs and training for teachers

• Replace the flooring and carpeting
• Relocate statues of Mary and Joseph
to new shrines on either side of the
sanctuary
• Install new shrines to Our Lady of
Guadalupe and St. John XXII at the rear
of the church

• Repave all parking lots
• Install shade cover over the placita
between the church and offices
• Establish a Reserve Maintenance
Fund for future needs

• Install shade covering over the
playground on the school field
• Resurface the basketball courts

• Install sound proof glass doors in the
vestibule and refinish all wooden doors
• Expand and remodel restrooms and
make them handicap accessible

out to school alumni and others who have a vested
interest in the future of the parish and school.

Why emphasize pledges?
The campaign emphasizes pledging as it allows
individuals and families the opportunity to consider a
larger commitment than they could otherWise make
with a one-time gift. Pledges are not legally binding
but rather a promise made in good faith to building
God's kingdom,

Why are we asking for specific
gift amounts?
Prospective donors throughout the parish need to
~

know what level of support is necessary to raise
the goal for these maintenance projects, Therefore,
each household will be asked to prayerfully consider
a specific amount. As each household is unique,

each gift will also be unique, Whatever the amount,
your pledge should be carefully considered, as a
sacrifice to assist the parish,

Why ask parishioners for different
amounts? Wouldn't dividing the
goal by the number of households
be easier?
Everyone's financial situation is different. What may
seem like too much to give for one household might
seem reasonable to another. One of ihe gUiding
principles of the campaign is equal sacrifice, not
equal gifts, By asking for different amounts based
on past giving and commitment to the parish, we
challenge all to give as they are able and according
to their blessings and, in the process, help to ensure
our campaign's success,

Why is an initial payment requested?
Is it required?
Many of our needs are capital projects which
require funding before we can start. Making an
initial payment of 10% or making the first payment
at the time of your pledge will help us start our
projects that much sooner. Our goal is to complete

our Church renovations in time for our parish's 60th
anniversary in May 2018,

How should subsequent payments
be made?
You may choose to pay your pledge monthly,
quarterly, semi-annually or annually, Statements will
be sent out according to the payment schedule you
select. You may choose to pay by debit/credit card
or electronic funds transfer (EFT) as well.

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a three-year pledge to our campaign. Your gift to the campaign will
help to ensure that Our Mother of Sorrows Parish and School remains a strong and Vibrant community of faith.
Over the next several months, leading up to our parish anniversary celebration, we will offer many more
opportunities to Remember, Renew and Rediscover Jesus Christ. This campaign is one way for us to practice
Christian stewardship.

'~s each

one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as
good stewards of God's varied grace." -1 Peter 4:10
As Christian stewards we receive God's gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with
others, and return them with increase to the Lord.
•

The time has come for us to renew our commitment and support to Our Mother of Sorrows Parish and School for
current parishioners and future generations.

Why is each donor asked to
complete a commitment card?
We ask donors to complete a commitment card
so that the gift may be appropriately recorded
and acknowledged. Donors are asked to sign the
commitment cards as a good faith commitment,
indicating that they have agreed to the terms
of the gift indicated on the card. A commitment
card is not a legally binding document and we
know that financial circumstances may change. If
that happens, please contact the Parish Office to
discuss possible options.

Are gifts to the campaign tax
deductible?
Gifts to the campaign are tax deductible as
allowed by law. The application of such laws

varies with indiVidual financial circumstances.
Parishioners with specific questions regarding
tax deductibility should contact their financial
adVisor or tax preparer.

Are pledges and one-time gifts the
only kinds of gifts accepted by the
campaign?
While cash gifts and pledges are most common,
it may be advantageous to the donor to make
a gift of appreCiated stock or IRA distribution.
For electroniC transfers of stock or to make an
IRA distribution please call the Parish Office for
further instruction. You may also wish to include
the parish in your estate planning.

What if we do not raise the full
amount?
We expect the parish will reach the goal,
however if the goal amount is not achieved,
the most urgent maintenance needs will be
addressed first The remaining amount remaining
will be distributed to the remaining needs.

How much of the goal do we
need to raise prior to starting
the projects?
The Diocese requires a minimum of 50% of the
project cost to be held in cash before the start
of a major project. Once we reach the necessary
dollar amount required, the projects will begin
over the duration of a three-year timeframe.

Giving Options
Pledge periods of three years provide donors with the opportunity to consider more substantial donations than
one-time gifts, Donors who choose a pledge option may determine the most suitable payment schedule for their
individual tax needs, Pledges may be paid by check, credit/debit card, electronic funds transfer (EFT), or by one of
the folloWing options,

Stock
Donors may choose to make their gift through a transfer of stock. This giving option can be advantages to the
donor by eliminating the capital gains tax, The gift amount will be determined upon the value of the stock on
the date of the gift. The parish office will provide you with instructions to make a stock donation after your
pledge card has been received.
&/
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IRA Distribution
The IRA Charitable Rollover allows taxpayers 70 12 or older to transfer up to $100,000 annually from their
IRA accounts directly to charity without first having to recognize the distribution as income, The parish office
will provide you with instructions to make an IRA distribution after your pledge card is received.

Planned Gifts
Planned giving options are available for donors who wish to fulfill their commitment through a bequest in their
Will or Trust. Planned gifts to the campaign will only be accepted from donors who are at least 75 years of
age during 2017 and who provide documentation of said gift.
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