	[image: image3.jpg]



	OMOS School Board Newsletter

	February 16, 2011
	Spring

	The Nature and Function of the school board is to act as an advisory board to the principal. The primary function is to enact policies that support the school mission statement.

Our strategic plan can be viewed on the OMOS School website. Revision currently in progress.


	A Season of Renewal

Spring at Our Mother of Sorrows School is certainly a busy time. But our many traditions and sacraments of the Lent and Easter season provide many blessings and opportunities for spiritual renewal, faith filled refreshers and physical recharge.

God continues to bless our parish and school. We give Him thanks for the sacrifices all families are making to send their children to OMOS and we will continue to work for the benefit of our children and the community as a whole.

NEW BUSINESS

More Grant Monies from the Diocese                                                                                      

As mentioned in the fall newsletter, the third round of grant proposals was under way. The school board and administration decided to apply for a grant in the amount of $20,000 in order to begin work on the electrical upgrade necessary for the air conditioning installment. The grant was approved and the upgrade of the electrical work will begin this summer. The school and parish are working collaboratively on this project.

New Board Members Welcomed

Three new members have joined the board since the fall. Please join me in welcoming Paul Hicks, Carmen Nichols and Aida Samuel. 

Paul Hicks is a busy family physician and along with his wife Ximena have three children, two boys at OMOS, Simon, 6th grade and Vincent, 4th grade and daughter Dera, age 2.

Carmen Nichols is a “stay-home mom”, currently co-chair of the OMOS Parent TEAM and along with her husband Shane have three children; Justin 2nd grade, Bailey Kinder, and Easton age 3.

Aida Samuel works full time for the Offshore Group in International Marketing and she along with her husband Randy have Nicolas, 3rd grade.

Board members are chosen by a discernment process if a vacancy occurs. If you think you have a desire to be on the board please approach one of the board members or the principal with your inquiry. Qualifications are listed in the school board constitution available upon request.

Health Screening Results

Each fall the school does several screenings of the students to help uncover certain health problems that may be missed concerning the students’ vision, hearing, height and weight. The analysis of this fall’s data for trends in our students’ Body Mass Indexes or BMIs has been completed. This year the total number of students who have been classified as overweight or obese is 34% with 19% of those in the obese category. Last years numbers (fall 2009) were 35% and 17% respectively. These numbers are close to national trends meaning that a third of our students struggle with weight issues. The board is continually trying to address this issue in our strategic plan and implementing policies that help our kids achieve wellness but this must be a collaborative effort between school and home. 

We plan on doing the BMI screening again in the spring after jog-a-thon. This will help us determine if there is any change in these numbers during the school year.

Survey

The annual school survey has been completed and the administration and the board are reviewing the responses now. Overall the responses were very positive. The administration will be reporting directly with the school families about the survey and any changes that are being implemented because of your input..
Old Business

Work continues on the kitchen project begun in the fall. We project a finish to the kitchen upgrade within the next month and hope to be preparing more nutritious lunches for the students’ hot lunch.
Meet Your Board
Dynse Wilson - President,  Chris Kinney - Vice President, Ann Laws – Secretary, Laurie Bley, Stephen English, Paul Hicks, Tammi Jacob, Carmen Nichols, RJ Saavedra, Aida Samuel, Dave Shingler, and John Woods.
Agenda

The agenda for our monthly meeting is available on this website. Our next meeting is Tuesday March 15th at 7:00pm in the school library.
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